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 Town of Swanzey, New Ha mpshire 
Swanzey Community Power Committee 

Meeting Minutes – June 24, 2021 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey, NH 

 
Note: Draft Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by the Committee. Review and approval of Minutes generally 
takes place at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Committee.  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting of the Swanzey Community Power Committee was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Director of 
Planning & Economic Development, Matthew Bachler. Members present: Barbara Skuly, Cheri Domina, and 
Bob Audette.  
 
Absent: Becky Karush and Dan LeClair 
 
Others Present:  Director of Planning & Economic Development, Matthew Bachler; Robert Hayden and 
Emily Manns, Standard Power.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
Approval of the draft minutes for the May 24, 2021 meeting was tabled because a quorum of members 
present at the May 24th meeting was not in attendance.  
 
DISCUSSION 
Bachler informed the Committee that he met with the Board of Selectmen on June 2nd and they were 
supportive of the Committee’s recommendation to enter into an MOU with Standard Power and Good 
Energy to provide consulting services to the Committee for developing a Community Power Plan. He 
introduced Bob Hayden and Emily Manns from Standard Power.  
 
Hayden provided an overview of Standard Power and the work they have done with Swanzey as an energy 
broker for the town. He provided the Committee with an overview on the Community Power Law in New 
Hampshire and some changes that were made during the last legislative session in HB 315. He noted that 
Standard Power had worked with the City of Keene on their Community Power Plan and that the plan is 
under review by the NH PUC.  
 
Hayden noted that the Keene Community Power Plan will be used as a template for other communities 
going forward. He added that the current minimum requirement for renewables by the State is 20 percent 
and communities can choose if they want to pursue a greater percentage of renewables.  
 
Hayden discussed the next steps with the Committee. He recommended the Committee develop its own 
goals for Community Power and begin planning community outreach efforts.  
 
There was a discussion on the type of community outreach used by Keene. This included a survey using 
Survey Monkey and holding several public meetings. The Committee discussed doing outreach at the Old 
Home Days event on July 17th.  
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There was discussion on what percentage of energy Town facilities currently use that come from renewable 
sources and on the cost of energy for the Town versus regular consumers.  
 
The Committee discussed holding its next meeting on July 15th. The meeting agenda would include 
reviewing the survey questions used by the City of Keene and developing the Committee’s own goals for 
the Community Power program. Bachler asked Committee members to email him their ideas for goals in 
advance and he would compile these for the meeting.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by Audette, Second by Skuly to adjourn. All were in favor. Adjournment occurred at 10:25 a.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Matthew Bachler, Director of Planning & Economic Development 


